[Hematological and immunological properties of herring gull (Larus argentatus) nestlings experimentally infected with Diphyllobothrium dendriticum (Cestoda: Pseudophyllidae)].
The morphological structure of the blood in herring gull nestlings and their immune system response to experimental infection with tapeworm Diphyllobothrium dendriticum have been studied. The leukocyte reaction pattern and the dynamics of immunoglobulin synthesis and populations of immunocompetent cells in the blood of nestlings during early invasion indicated a short duration of the cellular immune response and an insignificant humoral immune response. A pronounced trend to decrease in the hemoglobin level in the blood of infected nestlings has been revealed and this reduction was in part compensated by intensified erythropoiesis. It is shown, that the changes in hematologic and immune responses of the obligate definitive host provide for the mutual host-parasite adaptation.